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Dairy  Crockett's 

18  ALMANACK,  S8 

OF  WILD  SPORTS  IN  THE  WEST, 

Eiife  in  the  Backwoods,  Sketches  of  Texas,  and] 
Rows  on  the  Mississippi, 


» 


Eclipses  or  the  Sim  and  Moon* 


In  the  year  1838  there  will  be  two  eclipses  of  the  Sun,  and 
two  of  the  Moon. 

1.  A  total  eclipse  of  the  Sun,  on  the  25th  of  March,  invisible. 

2.  A  partial  eclipse  of  the  Moon,  April  9th,  visible. 

Evening. 

II.         M. 

First  contact  with  Penumbra,  at  6  26 "] 
First  c©ntact  with  Dark  Shadow,  7  48  | 
Middle  of  eclipse,  9     14 

Last  contact  with  Dark  Shadow,  10     41 
Last  contact  with  Penumbra,         12       2 
An  annular  eclipse  of  the  Sun,  September  18. 
Beginning,  3    26 

Greatest  obscuration,  4     49 

End,  5    56 

Digits  eclipsed  10°  52'  on  Sun's  south  limb. 
A  partial  eclipse  of  the  Moon,  October  3,  invisible 


Mean  time 
at  Boston. 


Chronological  Cycles, 


ijGolden  Number, 
Cycle, 


15 
4 

27 


Dominical  Letter, 
Roman  Indiction, 
Julian  Period, 


G. 

11 

6551 


Go  Ahead  Reader. 

I  was  born  in  a  cane  brake,  cradled  in  a  sap  trough,  and 
clouted  with  coon  skins ;  without  being  choked  by  the  weeds 
of  education,  which  do  not  grow  spontinaciously — for  all  the 
time  that  I  was  troubled  with  youngness,  my  cornsteaiers  were 
wrt'trally  used  for  other  purposes  than  holding  a  pen ;  and  rayly 
when  I  try  to  write  my  elbow  keeps  coming  round  like  a 
swingle-tree,  aad  it  is  easier  for  me  to  tree  a  varmint,  or  swal-j 
low  a  nigger,  than  to  write.-  Some  persons  tickle  up  their 
fancies  to  the  scribbling  point,  and  then  their  pen  goes  like  a 
fiddler's  elbow.  Of  books  the  divil  a  one  have  I  read,  except 
Tom  Toe  and  The  Axes  of  the  Apostles.  And  although  my 
I  dears  run  through  me  like  an  hour  glass  that  never  wants 
turning,  if  I  only  know'd  how  to  scrawl  the  alphabet,  I'd  soon 
row  some  of  the  larned  ones  up  Salt  River — for 

Honor  and  fame  from  no  condition  rise ; 

Axe  well  your  part  and  dow&sjthe  tree  soon  lies. 

jljt*  tf».V4$e.gr4t  oja  fe&ow  t$at.nftalees  the  man;  and  I'm  half 
Icjf&keh  .hawk  kntt  steel-trap.  So  I  will  just  let  you  know, 
(reader,  wJiatLthjnk  atJojiLgineral  matters  and  things  in  par- 
ticular.    ••  •*:   *.        •  v 


Explanatory  Preface.  3 

The  great  popularity  of  Col.  Crockett  throughout  the  United 
States,  was  evinced  by  the  intense  interest  with  which  the  ac 
counts  of  his  adventures  and  death  were  perused  ;  and  the  grief 
which  pervaded  all  classes,   on  hearing  of  his  heroic   fate, 
showed  at  once  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held. 

In  addition  to  the  matter  left  by  the  Colonel,  we  have  intro- 
duced one  or  two  anecdotes  of  him,  received  since  his  decease. 
The  succeeding  almanacs  will  contain  reading  of  great  interest 
from  his  pen,  and  there  will  be  jive  after  the  present  one. 
They  will  be  published  until  1843.  His  posthumous  papers 
contain  a  great  number  of  Wild  Frolics  and  scrapes,  togethe 
with  adventurous  exploits  in  the  phase,  both  those  in  which  he 
was  engaged  himself,  and  others  that  came  within  his  knowl- 
edge. The  engravings  are  mostly  taken  from  his  drawings 
which  are  very  spirited.  He  drew  on  birch  bark  with  a  burnt 
stick. 


Never  hold  -your  Mead  too  high. 
One  day  a  little  bantam-cock,  with  a  high  top-knot  was  ex 
ceedingly  vain,  because  he  had  so  many  feathers  on  his  legs 
that  he  could  hardly  walk.  Seeing  a  goose  duck  her  head  in 
passing  under  a  bar  at  least  six  feet  high,  he  thus  accosted  her 
w  Why,  thou  miserable,  bare-legged  caitiff!  thou  shovel-nosed 
web-footed,  pigeoa-toed  scavenger  of  the  highways  !  thou  fool 
of  three  elements!  not  content  with  ignominiously  crawling 
under  a  fence,  thou  must  even  nod  thy  empty  pate  by  way  of 
confessing  thy  inferiority.  Behold  how  we  bantams  do  these 
things  !  "  So  saying,  with  a  deal  of  puffing  and  fluttering,  with 
the  help  of  his  bill,  he  managed  to  gain  the  top  of  the  fence, 
where  he  clapt  his  wings,  and  was  just  on  the  point  of  crowing 
in  triumph,  when  a  great  hawk  that  was  sailing  over  his  head 
pounced  down  upon  him,  and  seizing  him  by  the  top-knot,  car- 
ried him  off  without  ceremony.  The  goose  cocking  her  eye, 
and  taking  a  side  view  of  the  affair,  significantly  shook  her 
feathers,  and  the  next  time  she  passed  under  the  bar,  bowed 
her  head  lower  than  ever. 


"The  fellow  who  could  basely  desert,  and  after  deserting, 
basely  attempt  to  expose,  an  artless  and  confiding  female,  de- 
serves to  be  nibbled  to  death  by  young  tadpoles,  in  a  stagnant 
frog  pond,  in  the  presence  of  his  mistress,  without  the  benefit 
of  clergy,  or  consolation  of  friends.     (Amen.) 


©Id  Kaintmck. 

"  No,  stranger  !  there's  no  place  on  the  universal  'arth  like! 
jOld  Raintuek ;  she  whips  all  « out  west '  in  prettiness ;  and! 
you  might  bile  down  creation  and  not  get  such  another  State! 
out  of  it." 


J 


J4  A  Harrow  Escape  of  a  Woman  from  a 

Faultier  in  Texas. 
|  In  the  northern  parts  of  Texas,  panthers  and  wild  cats 
abound  in  considerable  numbers.  A  woman  having  been  to 
[visit  a  neighbor  several  miles  from  home,  set  out  to  return  ear- 
|ly  in  the  afternoon,  and  after  riding  for  a  i'ew  miles  over  the 
open  prairies,  she  struck  into  a  burr  oak  opening;  this  being 
;tlie  first  one  she  had  ever  seen,  she  rode  around  to  admire  its: 
novel  beauty,  as  it  looked  more  like  a  pear  orchard  than  any) 
thing  she  had  seen,  the  trees  being  somewhat  of  the  shape  and! 
size  of  full  grown  pear  trees,  and  standing  at  regular  intervals] 
japart  from  each  other  on  the  firm  level  soil,  as  if  planted  byl 
■some  gardener.  Here  too  were  flocks  of  deer  grazing.  She; 
jrode  for  some  time  amongst  the  opening,  and  then  entered  the! 
jdense  forest,  through  which  the  road  lay.  She  soon  heard  a! 
'cry  like  that  of  the  human  voice  some  distance  off  on  the  right.j 
(Listening  and  hearing  it  repeated,  until  she  was  satisfied  that! 
jsome  person  was  near,  she  answered  it,  and  the  call  was  re-| 
jpeated  two  or  three  times,  until  she  heard  a  crackling  in  the! 
jbushes,  and  looking  aside  she  saw  a  panther  up  on  the  trunk  oil 
ia  tree.  He  had  sprung  up  to  reconnoitre.  She  instantly  put 
(her  horse  to  the  top  of  his  speed,  when  the  animal  sprang  down 
iand  chased.  For  some  time  the  horse  appeared  to  gain  on  the 
imonster,  which  came  howling  after  them,  and  made  the  poor! 
jhorse  snort  with  terror.  Although  frightened,  she  had  pres-j 
|ence  of  mind  to  guide  the  animal ;  and  being  near  home,  she 
hoped  to  reach  it  before  the  panther  overtook  her.  But  in  this 
jshe  was  disappointed,  for  he  now  gained  rapidly  on  them — 
[soon  came  up,  and  jumped  up  behind,  when  he  began  lacera- 
jting  and  biting  her  neck  and  shoulders  with  his  teeth  and  claws. 
jShe  was  now  luckily*near  home.  And  her  sister  and  daughter 
[hearing  her  screams,  ran  out  to  meet  her,  one  armed  with  a 
'rifle  and  pistol,  the  other  with  a  rifle.  Upon  her  approach, 
her  sister,  a  large  masculine  woman,  fired  at  the  monster,  and 
put  a  ball  through  his  head ;  but  such  is  the  abstract  ferocity 
of  these  animals  that  he  did  not  let  go  his  hold,  until  her  daugh-j 
ter  had  put  a  rifle  ball  through  him,  and  her  sister  shot  him  in| 
the  head  with  her  pistol,  when  he  relinquished  his  hold  and  fell! 
to  the  ground,  where  he  yelled  and  rolled  about  till  a  man  fin-! 
shed  him  with  an  axe.  The  poor  woman  fainted  and  fell  from! 
loss  of  blood.  She  was  borne  into  the  house,  and  her  woundsj 
were  carefully  dressed ;  but  it.  was  several  months  before  shei 
was  able  to  attend  to  her  ordinary  occupation.  i 


Col.  €roekett?s  BIrectioii.  \ 

"  Well,"  said  he,  "  hew  will  I  find  where  you  live  1 "  "  Why,f 
sir,  run  down  the  Mississippi  till  you  come  to  the  Obion  river,j 
run  a  small  streak  up  that,  jump  ashore  anywhere,  and  inquired 
jfor  me." 


i@    A  Teataiessee  Rifleman  at  the  Bailie  of 
Mew  Odeans. 

A  daring  Tennessean,  with  a  blanket  tied  round  him,  and  a; 
jhat  with  a  brim  of  enormous  breadth,  who  seemed  to  be  fight-j 
Ing  "  on  his  own  hook,"  disdaining  to  raise  his  rifle  over  the! 
leotton  bags  and  fire,  in  safety  to  his  person,  like  his  more  wary} 
[fellow  soldiers,  chose  to  spring,  every  time  he  fired,  upon  the! 
[breast,  where  balancing  himself,  he  would  bring  his  rifle  to  his! 
icheek,  throw  back  his  broad  brim,  take  sight  and  fire,  while 
(the  enemy  were  advancing  to  the  attack,  as  deliberately  asj 
khough  shooting  at  a  herd  of  deer;  then  leaping  down  on  the] 
[inner  side,  he  would  leload,  mount  the  works,  cock  his  beaver,! 
[take  aim,  and  crack  again.  "This  he  did,"  said  an  English! 
jofficer  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  him,  and  who  laughingly  re-i 
jlated  it  as  a  good  anecdote  to  General  Jackson — "five  times1, 
jin  rapid  succession,  as  I  advanced  at  the  head  of  my  company,! 
land  though  the  grape  whistled  through  the  air  over  my  head, 
|l  could  not  for  t{ie  life  of  me  help  smiling  at  his  grotesque! 
idemi-savage,  demi-quaker  figure,  as  he  threw  back  the  broad! 
jflap  of  his  castor  to  obtain  a  fair  sight — deliberately  raised  bis! 
|rifie — shut  his  left  eye  and  blazed  away  at  us.  I  verily  believe 
!he  brought  down  one  of  my  men  at  every  shot."  As  the  Brit- 
ish resolutely  advanced,  though  columns  fell  like  the  tali  grain 
[before  the  sickle  at  the  fire  of  the  Americans,  this  same  officer 
(approached  at  the  head  of  his  brave  grenadiers,  amid  the  roll- 
ing fire  of  musketry  from  the  lines  of  his  unseen  foes,  undaun- 
jted  and  untouched.  "Advance,  my  men  !  "  he  shouted  as  he 
[reached  the  edge  of  the  fosse — "  follow  me  !  "  and  sword  in 
[hand  he  leaped  the  ditch,  and  turning  amidst  the  roar  and  fiame 
of  a  hundred  muskets  to  encourage  his  men,  beheld  to  his  sur- 
prise bat  a  single  man  of  his  company  on  his  feet— more  than 
Jfifty  brave  fellows,  whom  he  had  so  gallantly  led  on  to  the  at-j 
Itack,  had  been  shot  down.  As  he  was  about  to  leap  back  from 
jhis  dangerous  situation,  his  sword  was  shivered  in  his  grasp  by 
a  rifle  ball,  and  at  the  same  instant  the  daring  Tennessean 
sprang  upon  the  parapet  and  leveled  his  deadly  weapon  at  his 
breast,  calmly  observing,  "Surrender,  stranger,  or  1  may  per-, 
forato  ye."  "  Chagrined,"  said  the  officer,  at  the  close  of  his] 
irecital*  "  I  was  compelled  to  deliver  to  the  be  Id  fellow  ray  mu- 
Itilated  sword,  and  pass  over  into  the  American  lines." 


Jk  Hard  Mead. 
An  old  gentleman  was  relating  a  story  of  one  of  your  "half 
[horse,  half  alligator"  St.  Lawrence  boatmen.  Says  he,  "he; 
is  a  hard  head,  for  lie  stood  under  an  oak  tree  in  a  thunder; 
storm,  when  the  lightning  struck  the  tree,  and  he  dodged  it! 
(several  times,  when  finding  he  could  not  dodge  it  any  longer,! 
•he  stood  and  took  nine  claps  in  succession  on  his  head  and! 
inever  flinched."  * 


A  Yankee  Squirrel  Hunt. 


Did  I  ever  tell  you  'bout  my  gunning,  with  cousin  Nebueh- 
adnezzer,  last  fall  ?  No  !  Well,  then,  you  must  know  Neb 
and  I  went  arter  squirrels.  Guess  as  how  we  had  been  gone 
a  long  spell  'fore  we  found  any  game.  At  last  I  saw  a  squir- 
jrel,  and  says  I,  Neb,  there's  a  red  fellow  up  that  tree ;  where  ?| 
isays  he ;  there,  says  I,  don't  you  see  it  on  the  limb  a  little  to 
!the  east  1  Yes,  I  see  it  now,  says  he  ;  fine  chap,  isn't  it  1  says 
I ;  sartin,  .says  he.  Now  you  stand  still,  says  he,  and  don't 
make  a  noise,  while  I  go  round  and  have  a  crack  at  it.  But! 
afore  he  got  his  gun  up,  the  squirrel  was  gone,  and  where  he! 
went  it  beat  all  natur.  Now,  says  1,  I  reeon  as  how  we  are! 
'bout  as  well  off  now  as  'fore  we  started.  Well,  guess  we; 
jhadn't  gone  more  than  quarter  of  a  mile,  'fore  I  saw  another ;! 
land  says  1,  Neb,  there's  another  ons  running  along  there — 
and  the  way  it  went  up  a  tree  taint  no  matter.  Where  '?  says 
he  ;  there,  says  I ;  I  see  it  now,  says  he.  And  the  way  he  cut 
arter  it  there  was  no  mistake — mind,  I  tell  you  now,  there's 
no  two  ways  about  that.  Well,  then,  Neb  soon  got  out  of  my 
sight — I  kept  on  pretty  much  in  the  direction  he  took,  and 
guess  it  wa'nt  long  'fore  I  heard  the  gun  go  off.  When  I  got 
mp  to  him,  says  I,  Neb,  did  you  hit  it  1  Sartain,  says  he,  guess! 
(as  how  I  did.  Wrell  then,  says  I,  where  is  it  1  On  that  limb,| 
■says  he.  I  k>oked  up  and  there  I  saw  the  squirrel,  holdin  on 
jthe  fork  of  a  limb,  and  says  I,  it  is  fast  there,  isn't  it  t  No, 
says  he,  it  will  loose  its  hold  'fore  long  and  fall.  Well  I  swan, 
Neb  had  hardly  got  the  wards  out  'fore  down  it  come  ;  it  made 
one  jump  'bout  ten  feet,  and  then  measured  its  length  on  the 
ground.  I  picked  it  up,  and  says  I,  Neb,  it's  a  fine  fellow ; 
well,  says  he,  I  shouldn't  wonder  if  it  was.  By  this  time  the 
sun  had  just  taken  his  leave  of  us,  and  Neb  said  we  had  better 
be  getting  towards  home.  You  must  know  we  kad  to  cross  a 
creek  in  goia  home ;  well,  it  wasn't  long  'fore  we  come  to  itj 
Neb  got  over  it  safe  and  sound ;   but  when  I  had  got  'bout  halfi 


§  Fear  All  Incident. 

way  across,  the  log  kind  o'  turned,  and  I  went  chewallop  into 
the  water ;  Neb  pulled  me  out,  and  I  swan  if  ever  I  went 
huntin  arter  that. 


A  Fear  Ail  Incident  at  the  Cumberland  &ap, 
in  Western  Virginia. 

At  the  Cumberland  Gap,  in  Western  "Virginia,  a  thrilling 
incident  happened  in  1834.  There  is  a  cavernous  recess  about 
midway  in  the  face  of  the  precipice,  whose  height  is  estimated 
at  more  than  three  hundred  feet;  and  some  bold  adventurer 
determined  to  be  let  down  to  explore  this  fissure.  He  easily 
found  some  of  his  acquaintance  who  consented  to  assist  in  the 
experiment ;  and  standing  on  the  edge  of  the  chasm,  they  be- 
gan to  lower  him  down  by  a  rope  attached  to  his  body.  After 
descending  some  forty  or  fifty  feet,  our  adventurer  discovered 
that  the  side  of  the  precipice  shelved  so  much  inwardly,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  touch  the  wall  even  at  so  short  a 
distance  from  the  top.  It  was  necessary  then  to  provide  some 
pointed  instrument,  by  which  he  could  hold  on  to  the  face  of 
the  cliff  as  he  descended.  He  was  accordingly  pulled  up  once 
more,  and  then  after  providing  himself  with  a  "gig,"  or  long 
spear,  much  used  in  the  adjacent  rivers,  he  started  anew  upon 
his  perilous  voyage.  The  gig  appeared  to  answer  its  purpose [ 
extremely  well,  though  the  task  of  thrusting  it  from  time  to 
jtime  in  the  crevices  of  the  rock,  as  the'  cord  was  gradually 
islacked  from  above,  was  both  tiresome  and  exhausting.  The 
fpoint  proposed  was  just  attained,  and  the  patient  adventurer 
Kvas  about  to  reap  the  reward  of  his  toil,  and  plant  his  foot  in 
ithe  fissure,  when  his  companions  shouted  from  above,  that  their 
icoil  of  rope  had  run  out.  It  was  too  provoking  to  be  thus  a 
(second  time  disappointed,  when  his  object  seemed  almost  with- 
in his  grasp,  and  but  a  few  yards  more  of  cord  would  have  en- 
abled him  to  complete  his  object.  He  had  given  too  much 
trouble,  and  encountered  too  much  peril,  now  to  abandon  his 
design  completely.  Thus  reasoned  the  bold  cragsman,  as 
clinging  like  a  bat  to  the  wall,  he  hung  midway  between  heaven] 
and  earth ;  and  determined  not  to  give  up  the  point,  he  shout-t 
e.d  to  his  comrades  to  splice  on  a  grape  vine  to  the  end  of  ther 
rope  !  The  substitute  was  easily  procured,  and  being  quicklyf 
attached,  more  line  was  at  once  played  out  from  above.  He 
had  now  descended  so  far  that  the  shelving  precipice  projected 
far  ever  his  head,  almost  like  the  flat  ceiling  of  a  chamber ;  but 
jstill  his  fishing  spear  enabled  him  to  keep  close  to  the  face  of 
jthe  rock,  and  practice  now  taught  him  to  handle  it  with  dex- 
terity and  confidence.  He  is  at  last  opposite  to  the  cavernous 
opening  he  would  explore,  and  without  waiting  to  measure  its 
depth,  he  balances  himself  against  a  jutting  point  of  rock  with 
jone  hand,  while  the  other  strikes  his  spear  at  a  crevice  in  the 


Ill  instinct  of  a  Heaver. 

sides  of  the  deep  recess  before  him.  The  spear  falls  short ; 
the  adventurer  is  at  once  detached  from  the  face  of  the  cliff  to 
which  he  had  been  so  carefully  adhering;  and  the  great  angle 
at  which  the  rope  that  sustains  him  has  been  drawn,  sends  him 
swinging  lide  a  pendulum  over  the  frightful  gulf.  The  grape- 
vine— so  strong  and  secure  as  long  as  there  is  a  perpendicul 
pull  upon  it — now  cracks  and  spHts  as  if  its  fibres  could  not 
bear  the  strain  ;  while  the  weight  at  the  end  of  it  spins  round 
in  the  air,  and  the  frayed  bark  falls  in  strips  upon  the  alarmed 
cragsman,  as  he  watches  it  grate  off  upon  the  edge  of  the 
precipice  above  him.  He  maintains  his  self-possession,  how- 
ever, while  his  companions  pull  carefully  and  steadily  upon 
the  fragile  cable.  He  soon  sees  the  knot  at  which  the  rope  is 
tied  to  it  in  their  hands,  and  a  shout  of  triumph  hails  his  aj 
preach  to  the  top,  where  he  is  at  last  safely  landed  ;  with  his 
curiosity  perfectly  satisfied. 


Instinct  of  a  Beaver.       • 

Beavers  once  abounded  ofi  the  Ottawa  river  in  Canada;  but 
by  the  rapacity  of  the  fur  dealers,  they  are  driven  farther  into 
the  wilds.  An  old  pensioner  who  is  now  living,  and  who  had 
fought  by  the  side  of  Wolfe,  had  a  young  one  as  a  pet.  Christ 
mas  came  round,  and  the  old  soldier,  putting  his  wife  into  a 
sleigh,  drove  off  to  his  friend,  leaving  in  the  house  his  beaver, 
with  a  supply  of  water  and  branches  of  trees  for  its  subsistence. 
After  a  week's  social  communing  he  returned  to  his  lonely 
dwelling,  but  to  his  surprise  the  door  resisted  all  his  efforts  to 
open  it ;  he  entered  by  a  window,  and  found  that  his  pet  had 
not  been  idle  during  his  absence,  but  that  its  faculty  of  con- 
structiveness  had  (irresistibly)  developed  itself.  There  being 
a  tall  Dutch  oven  in  the  room,  built  of  brick  and  tempered 
clay,  on  this  the  beavt?  had  operated,  had  softened  the  clay  in 
his  tub  of  water,  had  gnawed  off  the  legs  of  the  tables  and 
chairs,  and  mixing  all  up  with  bricks,  old  moccasins,  and  other 
odds  and  ends,  had  effectually  barred  the  door  against  all  in- 
truders, 


Crockett  and  Saul  a  Anna. 

ft  is  a  fact  well  authenticated  in  Texas,  that  when  Gen 
Santa  Anna  was  surveying  the  Alamo,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
forming himself  of  the  best  method  of  arranging  an  attack,  he 
made  so  good  a  shot  at  him  as  to  come  near  taking  his  life 
which  so  enraged  the  General,  that  he  resolved  to  storm  the 
fort  the  next  day,  and  he  kept  his  resolution. 


A  Sentiment. 

The  enemies  of  our  country. — May  they  have  sore  eyes,  and 
a  chesnut  burr  for  an  eye  stone. 


1st  Month. 


JANUARY  hath  31  days. 


1838, 


Withering  and  keen  the  Winter  comes, 
While  Comfort  flies  to  close-shut  rooms, 
And  sees  the  snow  in  feathers  pass, 
Winnowing  by  the  window-glass. 


.&STBG2*OMICiKL    CAXiCU^ATHmS. 


Dys. 


22  24 

22  16 

22  8 

21  59 

21  50 

21  40 


Dys. 


Dys. 


Dys. 


© 


23  1 

22  56 

22  51 

22  45 

22  38 

22  31 


13 
14 
15 

16 
17 
18 


21  30 

*J  20 

2i  9 

20  58 

20  46 

20  34 


19 

20 
21 
23 
23 
24 


20  221  25 


20  9 

19  56 

19  42 

19  28 

19  14 


26 
27 
28 
29 
30 


18  59 

18  45 

18  29 

18  14 

17  58 

17  41 


MOON'S 

D.       H.        M. 

D   First  Quarter,        3    1     59m. 
O  Full  Moon,  10    2    36  e. 


S.Slc 


PHASES. 

D.  H.  M 

j     d    Last  Quarter,        18  7  50m. 

|    $  New  Moon,           25  9  7e 


M. 
Tu 
W. 

Th, 

Fr. 

Sa. 

Su. 

M. 

Tu, 

W. 

Th. 

Fr. 


Sun 

rises,  sets. 


304  38 
304  39 
30i4  40 
30J4  40 
304  41 
30  4  42 
304  43 
304  44 
7  304  45 


13  Sa. 

14  Su. 


M. 

Tu, 
W. 
Th. 
Fr. 


15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20jSa. 

21  Su. 

22  M. 

23  Tu. 

t24iw\ 
|25JTh. 
26jFr. 
27|Sa. 
28|Su. 
K9IM. 
30  Tu. 
31 1 W. 


30:4   46 


50 

18 


4  46 

5  14 


Moon 
South. 


Moon    High     Holydays,  Aspects, 
R.  S.  Water.        Weather,  &c. 


4  53 

5  42 

6  28 

7  16 

8  5 

8  56 


6  34j  9  49 


59-10  44 


24 
49 

29,'4  47j  8  13 
294  48  8  36 


59 

21 

42 

3 


294  49 
28J4  50 
284  51 
2714  53 
264  54110  23 
26  4  55:10  43 
25  4  5711  2 
24  4  5811  20 

234  59' il   37 

235  011  53 
212  9 
312  24 


22:5 
215 
20|5 
205 
195 
185 
175 


4|  12  38 

512  52 

6il3  4 

8jl3  16 

9113  27 


165   1013  37 
155    12ll3  46 


11  38 

6* 
31 

1  20 

2  7 

2  49 

3  30 

4  9 

4  48 

5  28 

6  20 

6  57 

7  48 

8  45 

9  45 

10  40 

11  50 
55 

1  51 

2  45 

3  35 

4  23 

5  12 


10  35 

11  38 
Morn. 

28 

53 

1  20 


2  56 

3  39 

4  31 

5  47 

7  13 

8  22 

9  18 

2  49J10  14 

3  43  10  58 
Rises.!  11   44 

8  fSJMorn. 


8  50j 

9  19 
9  45 

10  3 

11  28 

10  52 

11  53 
Morn. 

2  5 

3  13 


9 

39 

I  21 

1  40 

2  12 

2  51 

3  24 

4  23 

5  0 

6  19 


4  29    7  53 


5  40 

6  35 
Sets. 

5  31 

6  55 

8  16 

9  31 
10  5 
10  28 


9  14 

10  10 

11  10 
11  44 

46 
1   17" 

1  51 

2  26 

3  9 


Foggy  $  Groggy 
Wet  and  Boggy. 
£  greatest  elcng. 
21   stationary, 
A  little  soggy. 
very  snoivy. 

&  IP  9> 
Batt.  N.  O.  1815. 

a  hurric-ane. 

$   stationary. 
Frosty.        9  d  ¥ 

$  in  perihelion. 
C.  J.  Fox  b.  '49. 
<£  in  Apogee. 
quite 21  6  (L  sunny 
Ba.CorunnalS09 
Franklin  b.  1706. 
Ba.  Cowpens,  '8} 
$    in  Inf.    ^O 
stormy  and  cold. 
>2  <$  (T         windy. 
Expect  a  long 

spell  of  weather. 
Fred.  Gr.  b.  1712 
Cold.  $  £  C 

(£  in  Perigee. 
very  $  <$  <r;j 

pleasant.     9  £  <[ 
Geo.  III.  d.  1820.  f 
$   stationary. 
Cold  Tu,  1815. 


A  Riproario?is  Fight  on  the  Mississippi  13J 
River. 

One  (Jay  as  I  was  sitting  in  the  starn  of  my  broad  horn,  thej 
old  Free  and  Easy,  on  the  Mississippi,  taking  a  horn  of  mid-j 
shipman's  grog,  with  a  tin  pot  in  each  hand,  first  a  draught  ofj 
whiskey,  and  then  one  of  river  water,  who  should  iioat  down! 
past  me  but  Jo  Snag;  he  was  in  a  snooze,  as  fast  as  a  church,' 
with  his  mouth  wide  open ;  he  had  been  ramsquaddled  with' 
whiskey  for  a  fortnight,  and  as  it  evaporated  from  his  body,  it  J 
looked  like  the  steam  from  a  vent  pipe.  Knowing  the  felleri 
would  Ix*  darned  hard  to  wake,  with  all  this  steam  on,  as  he! 
floated  past  me  I  hit  him  a  crack  over  his  knob  with  my  big; 
steering  oar.  He  waked  in  a  thundering  rage.  Says  he,  hal- 
jloe  stranger,  who  axed  you  to  crack  my  lice  1  Said  I,  shut  up 
lyour  moutfc,  or  your  teeth  will  get  sunburnt.  Upon  this  he 
crooked  up  h-is  neck  and  neighed  like  a  stallion,  I  clapped 
my  arms  and  crowed  like  a  cock.  Says  he,  if  you  are  a  game 
chicken,  I'll  pick  all  the  pin  feathers  off  of  you.  For  some 
time  back  1  had  been  so  wolfy  about  the  head  and  shoulders, 
that  I  was  obliged  to  keep  kivered  up  in  a  salt  crib  to  keep 
from  spiling ;  for  I  had  iwt  had  a  fight  for  as  much  as  ten 
days.  Says  I,  give  us  none  of  your  chin  music,  but  set  your 
kickers  on  land,  and  I'll  give  you  a  severe  licking.  The  fel- 
low now  jtwnped  ashore,  and  he  was  so  tali  he  could  not  tell 
when  his  feet  were  cold.  He  jumped*  up  a  rod.  Says  he, 
take  care  how  I  lite  on  you,  and  he  gave  me  a  real  sockdolo- 
ger  that  made  my  very  liver  and  lites  turn  to  jelly.  But  he 
found  me  a  real  scrouger.  I  brake  three  of  his  ribs,  and  he 
knocked  out  five  of  my  teeth  and  one  eye.  He  was  the  sever- 
est colt  that  ever  I  tried  to  break.  I  finally  got  a  bite  hold  of 
his  posterious,  that  he  could  not  shake  off.  We  were  now 
parted  by  some  boatmen,  and  we  were  so  exorsted  that  it  was 
more  than  a  month  before  either-  could  have  a  fight.  It  seem- 
ed to  me  like  a  little  eternity.  And  although  I  didn't  come 
out  second  best,  I  took  care  not  to  wake  up  a  ring  tailed  roar 
er  with  an  oar  again. 


The  Boy  and  Pigs. 

I  recollect  a  boy  once,  who  was  told  to  turn  the  pigs  out  of 
the  corn  field.  Well,  he  made  a  great  noise,  hallooing  and 
calling  the  dogs,  and  came  back.  By  and  by  his  master  said, 
"  Jim,  you  rascal !  you  didn't  turn  out  the  pigs."  "  Sir,"  said! 
he,  "  I  called  the  dogs,  and  set  them  a  barking. "  j 


The  toe  that's  tramped  on  feels  most ;  and  a  man  that  don't 
swear,  had  better  try  a  stumpy  field  with  a  young  yoke  of  car-i 
tie. 


2d  Month. 


FEBRUARY  hath  28  days. 


1838. 


With  bis  ice,  and  snow,  and  rime, 
Let  bleak  Winter  sternly  come  1 
There  is  not  a  sunnier  clime 
Than  the  love-lit  winter  home. 


^STROKOMICiLX.  CALCULATIONS. 


m 

Dys. 

D.  M. 

Dys. 

1 

17   8 

7 

2 

16  51 

8 

V 

3 

16  33 

9 

Q 

4 

16  15 

10 

so 

5 

15  57  11 

0 

6 

15  39 

12 

D, 


Dys. 


Dys. 


D.    M. 


Dys. 


15  20|  13 

15  2  14 

14  421  15 

14  23|  16 

14  3  17 

13  441  18 


13  24 

13  3 

12  43 

12  22 

12  1 


40 


19  [1119    25 

20  10    58    26 

21  10    36 

22  10    14 

23  9    52 

24  [  9   30, 


27 


MOOH'S  PHASES. 

D.       H.      M.  1*.  H.  M. 

D   First  Quarter,    1      0    50e.    (     <[   Last  Quarter,  17  0  55 ». 

Q  Full  Moon,        9      9      8m.    (    Q  New  Moon,  24  7  24m. 


San         S.slow. 
Rises.  Sets.  m.       s 


Moon 
South 


Moon  |  High 
R.  S.  {Water, 


Holydays,  Aspects, 
Weather,  &c. 


Th. 
2Fr. 

Sa. 

4JSu. 
5M. 
6Tu. 
7W. 
8»Th. 
9Fr. 
lOSa. 


11 


7    13J5 

7  125 
7  11J5 
7   10J5 

95 
8j5 
7" 
6. 


Sll. 


12M. 
13  Tu 


W. 

Th 
Fr. 

Sa. 


21 


5 
5 
55 
45 
25 
1 


18Su. 
19M. 
20  Tu 


W, 


&2Th 
Fr. 
Sa. 


5 
05 

6  585 
|6  57 
|6   55 
6  54 
|6  52 
16  51 
J6  50 
6   485 
6  475 
6  455 


16 
15 

16 

18 
19 
20 
22 
23 
25 
20 
27 


13  55 

14  2 


2814 


14  20 
14  24 
14  28 
14  30 
14  32 
14  33 
14  33 
33 


6  1 

6  52 

7  45 

8  39 

9  34 

10  27 

11  17 


3014 


Su. 


6  44 

6  42 

£  41 

|6  395 


26  M. 

&7  Tu, 

|28|W.|6  375 


31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
37 
38 
40 
41 
42 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 


31 
14  29 
14  27 
14  23 
14  19 
14  14 
14  S 
14  2 
13  55 
13  48 
13  40 
13  31 
13  22 
13  12 
13  1 
12  50 


381 


46 

1  28 

2  8 

2  50 

3  26 

4  7 
4  50 
5 

6  31 

7  281 

8  29 

9  32 

10  34 

11  32 

6 
28 

1  21 

2  12 

3  3 
3  51 


10  57j  4     4Batt.Brienner1814. 
4  55  Snowy  and  Blowy: 

6  16JSpan.Inq.aboI.18l3 

7  47(     A  great  thaw. 
9    ^Galvani  d.  1799, 
9  57QuaKBat.dest.1832 

You  may  expect 
moony  nights 
about    §  stationary. 

this  time. 
<t  in  Apogee. 
$  gr.  elongation. 


11  27 

morn. 

50 

1  39 

2  38 
4  4210  37 
4  41J11  33 


7    3 

7  46 

8  8 

9  26 
9  54 

10  44 

1  50 
morn 

2  10 

3  17 

4  24 

5  21 

6  9 

6  40 
sets. 

7  3 

8  5 
8  30 
8  55 


17 
40 

1  22 


1  421    Very  windy 

2  10  Cook  killed,  1799. 
2  53|      with  white  frosts, 

35  Clear  and     $  $ 


34 


59  Mar.  Luther  d.  1546 


37 
1 
4 
10  52 


11  54 
10 
44 


h  DO.     \6€ 


dusty. 
$  in  Perihelion. 
A  violent  hurricane 
Wash.  b.  '32.  $  6  (£ 


11  SO  with  chain  lightning. 


<£  in  Perigee, 
g  in  Aphelion 
Bona.left  Elba  1815 


1  19  Agreeable 

2  7   weather. 


¥<$©• 
i6Q 


3d  Month. 


MARCH  hath  31  days. 


1838. 


March,  month  of  u  many  weathers,"  wildly  comes 
In  hail,  and  snow,  and  rain  and  threatening  .hums. 
And  floods  ; — while  often  at  his  cottage  door 
The  shepherd  stands,  to  hear  the  distant  roar. 


ASTROarOZ&ICAX*   CALCULATIONS, 


© 


Oys. 


Dys. 


Dys. 


Dys. 


Dvs. 


5  43  12 


3  22 


2  58 

2  35 

2  11 

1  47 


29 
20 

N.21 

22 
23 
24 


36 
S.  13 
N  10 

34 

57 
1  21 


25 

1 

45 

26 

2 

8 

27 

2 

3^ 

28 

2 

55 

29 

3 

*3 

30 

3 

42 

SSOQH'S    PHASIS: 


£    First  Quarter,       3 
Q  Full  Moon,         31 


M. 

50m. 

55  m. 


<[    Last  Quarter, 
0  New  Moon, 


».      h.     ». 

19      1    47m, 
25      5      Oe 


Th 


Sun 
Rises,  Sets. 


6   355  50 


Fr.  6  345  51 


Sa. 
Su. 
M. 
Tu. 


S.  slow 

ML         S. 

I2~39 

12  27 
12  14 


Moon 
South. 


4  45 


Moon 
R.  S. 


9  24 


6  325  52. 

6  3115  54J12     1 

6  295  55:11  47 


2S5  56 
W.  |6'  265  57 
Th.|6  255  58 


11  33 
il  19 


8  23 

9  13 
10     1 


II     4110  45 


Fr.  K>  235   59 10  49 


idSa. 


Su. 
M.  |6 
Tu 


II 
12 
13 

14 

|l5lTh. 

16iFr. 

17Sa. 

18Su. 

19  M. 


6  216 
•6   19j6 

1716 
15;6 


Tu, 
W. 
Th 
Fr. 


|24Sa. 
125  Su. 
S6IM. 


Tu. 
W. 

Th. 
Fr. 
Sa. 


0J10  33 
lilO  17 


W.fe  14!6 
6  12|6 
6 

6 
6 

6 
6 
6 
6 


10:6 

96 

76 
56    I 
3|6 
2>6 


10 


1 

9  44 

Q    9 


06  14 

596  15 

576  16 

55J6  17 

5316  18 

52i6  19 

5l|6  20 

49|6  21 

4716  22 

456  23 


>4 

9  10 

8  53 
8  35 
8  18 
8  0 
7  42 
7  23 
7  5 
6  47 
6  29 
6  10 
5  52 
5  33 
5  15 
4  56 
4  38 
4  19 


li  27 

6 
7 
56 

1  25 

2  6 

2 


morn. 

1  34 

2  36 

3  37 


High 
Water 


2  48 


Aspects,  Holydayi 
Weather,  &c 


A  great  thaw 
o  39J1 0     0  3  26  and  freshet 

6  34J10  45  4  27\Windv,  9  &  $ 

7  291134  6    0     dusty,      %  %  ® 

7  31\dry     £  in  Inf.  <$  © 

8  42lan^ musty.      $nQ 

9  3J|  ^69 
10  ISJrj  stationary. 

4  39;  10  47i  Bears  wake  from 

5  35111  31|<r  in  Apogee, 
rises.  imornJ     their  winter' 's  nap 


7    01 

7  36| 

8  39] 


talent       £  £  9 
lipids  time.         %  6  W 


0|  9  46] 


40 
i  29 


Sunny  weather. 

Grows  more 
chilly  for 

5  lS'.morn.j  3  15IR.  Walpole  d.  1/45. 

6  17  2  12   4  20j«  day  or  two. 

7  151  3  10  5  46!Essex  taken,  1814. 


3  35|10  52]  1  51 

4  24]  11  59!  2  27fet.  Patrick 


8  18 

9  16 

10  11 

11  5 


8  45 

9  41 

10  25 

11  32 


3  57 

4  37 

5  11 
5  40 

<$     I  sets. 
47  6  27 

1  39  6  55 

2  34  7  26 

3  28i  7  58 

4  24  8  40  2  27 


5  21!  9  26 


7  26!©ent.cf  spring  com. 
Goethe  d.  1832. 

9  6  C      5  d<? 
9  stationary. 
(£  in  Perigee. 
2|Qu.  Eliz'th  d.  1603. 
28\An  Earthquake 
6iRaphaeI  born,  1483 


1  44 


3  18 


may  be 
£  in  Sup.  <$  © 
expected. 


16  A  Woman  Rescued  irom  the  Jaws  of  a 
Catamount  and  Fangs  of  a  Serpent* 


as  fast  as  possible  ;  whl 
just  in  the  act  of  comij 
screams  appeared  to  ch 
like  a  cat  in  the  act  of  i 
got  coiled  round  the  trJ 


A  Terrible  Fi»ghMth  a  Snake  and  Pan-  17 
flier,  and  a  joiing*  Lady  rescued. 

A  young  lady,  after  ajndihg  a  camp  meeting  in  Missouri, 
was  proceeding  home  wlout  any  attendance.     She  was  sud- 
denly startled  by  a  lotii  lissing  behind  her,  when,  turning 
round,  she  saw  a  monstjis  snake  crawling   rapidly  towards 
her.     She  had  the  presie  of  mind  to  run  for  a  large  tree,  on 
which  the  branches  grejdown  very  low.     She  scrambled  up 
to  her  horror  a  large  panther  was 
down  one  of  the  large  limbs.     Her 
t  the  animal,  for  he  laid  on  his  belly 
ringing  upon  her.     The  snake  had 
and  was  in  the  act  of  ascending 
when  her  screams  beirJheard  by  some  men  who  were  return- 
ing in  the  path  behind  jer,  armed  with  rifles  and  tomahawks, 
they  came  to  her  assismce.     One  man  fired  instantly  at  the 
snake,  and  wounded  hn  badly ;  he  struck  round  with  his  tail, 
making  the  dry  twigs  ad  rubbish  fly  in  every  direction.     With 
some  well-directed  bids,  the  man  cut  through  the  back  bone 
[of  the  reptile,  which  sf  disabled  him  that  he  could  not  ascend 
the  tree,  and  he  dartelhis  head  and  bit  hold  of  the  leg  of  the 
but  with  two  blws  he  nearly  severed  his  head  from  his 
body,  and  rendered  hia  completely  powerless.     In  the  mean 
time,  one  of  the  othermen  got  a  shot  at  the  panther,  who,  up 
on  feeling  itself  wounded,  sprang  upon  the  girl,  and  they  both 
fell  to  the  ground.     rfhe  girl  fainted  from  the  scratches  and 
bruises  in  falling,  anj  the  man  had  his  tomahawk  struck  out 
of  his  hands,  in  ende^oring  to  hit  the  animal,  which  instantly 
sprang  with  great  aahty  up  another  tree,  and  quickly  ascend- 
ed to  some  of  its  upjer  brandies.     The  attention  of  the  men 
was  now  drawn  to  tie  suffering  girl ;   as  there  was  a  rivulet 
close  at  hand,  she  wis  quickly  recovered,  and  the  blood  wash 
ed  from  her  face  anl  hands- — and  although  badly  scratched, 
she  was  not  dangerjusly  hurt.     The  rifles  were  now  reloaded, 
when  both  firing  at  puce,  brought  the  monster  to  the  ground. 
Although  mortally  grounded,  he  continued  to  scratch  and  leap 
about;   but  anotherjball  was  sent  through  his  head,  when  he 
expired.     He  was  a  monstrous  large  one,  and  weighed  three 
jhtwidred  pounds ;  tb?  snake  was  eighteen  feet  long.     The  skins 
taf  both  were  stuffed,  and  sold  to  the  Natchez  Museum. 


A  Toast. 

The  wretch  who  would  refuse  to  defend  the  liberties  of  his 
country — Shod  with  lightning,  may  he  be  condemned,  by  the 
voiee  of  a  free  people,  to  wander  over  a  desert  of  gunpowder 


"Have  you  any  good  gin,  sir  ? " — "  Yes,  sir,  Hollands."— 
^  ell,  mix  me  a  cocktail — I  want  to  wet  up/9 


JI8A  Buffalo  Hunt  on  tfe  €*rausi  Prairie  of 
Arkaiisw. 

The  party  having  arrived  in  thivicinity  of  the  Buffalo,  it 
j\vas  determined  to  have  a  grand  hit  on  the  morrow.  Upon 
ascending  the  summit  of  the  nearehill,  from  which  aided  by 
the  purity  and  transparency  of  thcevening  atmosphere  they 
commanded  a  vast  prospect  on  all  des,  below  them  extended 
a  plain,  clotted  with  innumerable  hels  of  buffalo.  Some  were 
lying  down  among  the  herbage,  otjrs  roaming  in  their  un- 
bounded pastures,  while  many  werengaged  in  fierce  contests 
and  their  low  bellowings  reached  thear  like  sound  of  the  surf 
|on  a  distant  shore.  The  weather  W5  extremely  pleasant,  and 
jit  was  now  the  middle  of  October ;  ]t  the  whole  night  we  did 
'not  perceive  a  chill  in  the  atmosphte,  beyond  a  bracing  and 
agreeable  freshness.  Soon  after  hint  we  perceived  a  light 
Ion  the  margin  of  the  sky,  which  I  suposed  to  be  the  break  of 
Iday,  till  I  was  assured  that  it  was  in  t'e  direction  of  sunset  in- 
stead of  sunrise.  It  gradually  incr«ised;  and  before  dawn, 
[the  hazy  sky  shone  like  burnished  coper,  nearly  to  the  zenith. 
j  As  the  day  opened,  the  iliuminatio,  grew  fainter,  and  the 
Ifire  which  we  now  perceived  to  occasin  it,  spreading  in  a  nar- 
row red  line  along  the  horizon,  seemednuch  more  remote  than 
jwe  had  supposed.  As  we  advanced,it  gradually  increased 
[upon  the  view,  and  in  front  of  the  flakes  now  sweeping  over! 
ithe  prairie  with  glowing  wing,  came  imnense  herds  of  buffalo.) 
;T'he  camp  was  all  in  motion,  some  mou.ted,  and  others  on  foot; 
■with  their  rifles,  and  now  hastened  to  intrcept  the  herds,  which, 
came  on  with  a  noise  like  thunder.  Tbse  on  horseback  rush-! 
•ed  out  instantly  among  the  buffalo,  whilethose  on  foot  secreted, 
jthemselves  among  the  small  knolls  and  t  fts  of  high  grass.  As| 
ithey  came  up,  the  horsemen  singled  out  the  fattest  ones,  andj 
rode  up  to  them  ;  with  their  rifles  they  shot  three  fine  cows: 
and  one  bull,  whilst  those  on  foot  shot  two  more  before  the 
.terrified  animals  got  past  them.  Comingbefore  the  wind,  they 
did  not  scent  the  party,  and  were  taken  completely  by  surprise. 
[Tisie  work  of  butchering  the  animals  new  commenced ;  the 
ijtiicy  humps  were  cut  out,  which  are  so  fa;  famed  for  their  pe- 
culiar richness  and  delicacy,  because  whet,  cooked  it  resembles 
•marrow.  The  Indian  mode  of  cookingwas  adopted.  The 
?uimp  being  cut  out  from  the  back  bone  orjthe  animal,  the  por- 
tion was  then  covered  with  skin,  which  wis  sewed  to  the  skin 
covering  the  hump.  The  hair  was  then  s&iged  and  pulled  off, 
hind  the  whole  mass  put  in  a  hole  dug  in  the  ground  for  its  re- 
ception. A  strong  fire  was  made  Over  it  tie  evening  previous 
to  the  day  on  which  it  was  eaten.  The  iext  duy  at  noon  it 
made  a  most  luscious  repast.  The  tongues  and  marrow  bones 
jdfso  made  excellent  eating.  And  the  flesh  was  cut  into  thin] 
slices,  and  dried  in  the  open  air,  which  was  called  jerking J 
This  process  was  soon  finished,  and  a  large  stock  thus  laid  inJj 

OBMBESME 


f***'^J 


ISO  FigM  with  a  Great  Black  Bear— Rescue 
oi*a  Man. 

The  Black  Bear,  however  clumsy  in  appearance,  is  active, 
jvigilant  and  persevering ;  possesses  great  strength,  courage, 
jand  address;  and  andergoes  with  little  injury  the  greatest  fa- 
itigues  and  hardships  in  avoiding  the  pursuit  of  the  hunter." 
Like  the  deer,  it  changes  its  haunts  with  the  seasons,  and  for 
the  same  reason,  namely,  the  desire  of  obtaining  suitable  food, 
or  of  retiring  to  the  more  inaccessible  parts,  where  it  can  pass 
the  time  in  security,  unobserved  by  man.  During  the  summer 
|heat  it  enters  the  gloomy  swamps,  passes  much  of  its  time  in 
wallowing  in  the  mud,  like  a  hog,  and  contents  itself  with  cray 
fish,  roots,  and  nettles,  now  and  then  seizing  on  a  young  pig 
or  perhaps  a  sow  or  calf. 

Being  one  morning  in  the  house  of  a  friend,  on  Wolf  Creek 
in  West  Tennessee,  a  neighbor  came  running  in  and  begged 
our  assistance,  to  go  in  pursuit  of  a  monstrous  bear,  which  had 
taken  a  quarter  of  beef  that  was  hanging  on  a  tree  at  his  door, 
and  was  devouring  it.  The  lock  of  his  rifle  being  out  of  order, 
he  was  unable  to  give  hira  a  shot.  We  each  seized  a  rifle,  and 
started  for  his  house,  a  mile  off.  We  scrambled  on  as  fast  as 
the  roughness  of  the  ground,  and  obstructions  from  the  scrub 
oaks,  would  admit  of.  On  the  route  we  came  to  a  ledge  of 
rocks  which  were  the  usual  haunt  of  several  wolves  ;  my  friend 
chose  to  go  through  them,  whilst  the  neighbor  and  myself  went 
round.  After  we  had  separated  about  ten  minutes,  we  heard 
the  sharp  report  of  a  rifle  ;  and  soon  after,  loud  cries  for .  as- 
sistance from  our  friend.  We  cut  out  as  fast  as  possible,  and 
upon  gaining'  the  top  of  the  ledge,  tc  our  horror  we  saw  a  great 
talack  bear  atop  of  -him  ;  I  instantly  put  a  ball  through  him 
'near  the  heart,  and  my  companion  ran  up  and  buried  his  axe 
in  his  head,  but  in  his  dying  agonies  he  scratched  and  bit  him 
'terribly.  It  seems  in  turning  round  a  rock  he  had  come  sud- 
denly upon  the  bear,  and  had  but  just  time  enough  to  fire  at 
lim  and  wound  him  in  the  fore  shoulder,  before  he  knocked 
im  over,  but  he  had  presence  of  mind  to  seize  the  bear  by  the 
throat,  near  the  root  of  the  tongue,  and  choke  him  ;  so  that  he 
icould  not  at  first  bite  hard,  but  he  had  so  disabled  him  with  his 
«laws,  that  if  we  had  not  arrived  so  suddenly  to  his  assistance, 
he  would  have  finished  him.  We  were  now  obliged  to  abandon 
:Our  hunt,  and  retrace  our  steps  back  with  our  wounded  man  ; 
jhe  fainted  with  loss  of  blood  before  we  reached  the  house ; 
[upon  stripping  him,  we  found  two  of  his  ribs  were  broken.  A 
^doctor  was  sent  for,  and  his  wounds  dressed,  but  it  was  several 
months  before  he  was  able  to  work  again. 


Prehaps  there  is  ink  enough  wasted  by  a  common  newspaper 
scribbler  to  droicn  him  completely  at  the  end  of  the  year — in 
which  way  would  it  be  most  profitably  employed  1 


4th  Month. 


APRIL  hath  30  days. 


1S33. 


The  little  brooks  run  on  in  light, 
As  if  they  had  a  chase  of  mirth ; 
The  skies  are  blue  the  air  is  warm, 
Our  very  hearts  have  caught  the  charm 
That  shed3  a  beauty  over  earth. 
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5th  Month. 


MAY  hath  31  days. 


1838, 


Up — let  us  to  the  fields  away, 

And  breathe  the  fresh  and  balmy  air: 

The  bird  is  building  in  the  tree, 

The  flower  has  opened  to  the  bee, 

And  heakh,  and  love,  and  peace  are  there. 
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i'S4  A  Sraafite  Fight  and  Chase. 

One  day  as  I  was  crossing  a  wood  in  Illinois,  I  heard  such  a 
'rattling  as  I  never  did  hear.     I  thought  at  least  there  were  for-! 
ty  snakes  all  up  in  a  lump.     So  I  stopped  to  look  at  'em  ;   audi 
as  long  as  I  had  been  in  the  woods,  I  had  never  seen  any  tiling] 
like  it  before.     As  I  stopped,  they  separated,  and  I  saw  thatj 
they  were  only  two — that  they  were  the  real'rartles,  taking  aj 
regular  fight.     A  fight  I  always  see,  if  there  is  any  chance  ;  soj 
I  jest  planted  myself,  determined  to  look  on,  and  see  that  they, 
ihad  fair  play.     When  they  first  separated,  they  crawled  off  inf 
(different  directions  a  few  yards,  and  then  stopping,  began  to| 
jlick  themselves,  just  as  if  they  were  a  couple  of  dogs.     While 
jthey  were  doing  this,  they  would  occasionally  raise  their  heads 
jand  look  about  'em  for  a  time,  and  then  begin  licking  agin. 
JThey  were  so  long  at  this,  that  I  began  to  think  they  were  not 
the  real  genuine  pluck,  but  that  they  were  getting  tired  of  it 
and  wanted  to  crawl  off.     However,  I  begged  their  pardons 
for  thinking  so  hard  of 'em,  for  after  resting  awhile,  just  long 
enough  to  cool  out  a  little,  one  of  'em  roared  ;  he  made  a  noise 
like  an  ox  at  a  distance,  and  I  tell  you  what,  I  trimbled  all 
over.     I  then  noticed  them  agin,  and  saw  that  they  were  very 
nearly  the  same  size — that  one  was  a  dark,  dingy  brown  color 
while  the  other  was  a  bright  yalier,  covered  with  dark  spots. 
jit  was  the  yalier  looking  one  that  first  roared,  and  as  soon  as 
Ihe  finished,  he  raised  his  head  about  a  foot  and  a  half  high 
jcurved  his  neck  like  a  horse,  and  then  bringing  his  tail  over  his 
jback,  jest  if  he  had  been  nicked,  he  began  to  wave  it  horizon 
'tally. — There  was  a  string  of  rattles  to  it  about  as  long  as  my 
hand,  and  he  shook  'em  occasionally.     It  made  the  chills  creep 
lover  me  to  look  at  him,  he  seemed  to  do  it  so  boldly,  and  I 
jthought  he  merely  did  it  to  have  some  music  to  go  to  war  with. 
Well,  when  the  yalier  one  roared,  it  was  just  like  patting  a 
{shovel  of  hot  coals  on  the  old  brown — he  fairly  squalled.     He 
i»was  so  mad,  that  in  an  instant  he  raised  his  body  nearly  half 
as  high  as  he  was  long,  and  began  to  peep  about  him,  at  the 
same  time  raising  his  tail  up  about  six  inches,  and  rattling  as 
if  he  would  shake  every  bone  out  of  his  skin.     He  was  proper 
mad,  I  tell  you,  and  trimbled  like  he  had  an  ague. 

But  he  want  satisfied  with  merely  squalling  and  rattling ; 
for  he  quit  that,  and  opening  his  mouth  about  wide  enough  for 
me  to  get  my  fist  in,  began  to  stretch  his  head  out,  and  draw 
it  back ;  and  then  such  hissing  you  never  did  hear.  The  yal- 
ier one  stood  his  ground  like  a  man ; — there  didn't  seem  to  bel 
any  back  out  about  him,  and  when  the  old  brown  began  to! 
hiss,  be  opened  iiis  mouth  until  1  ^thought  he  would  swallow! 
himself,  and  the  way  h$  did  blow  was  nothing  to  no.body.  I| 
thought  there  was  a  smali  hurricane  coming  up.  Well,  nowj 
their  dander  was  so  high,  they  couldn't  stand  it  any  longer,  so! 
at  it  they  went.     They  glided  off — their  heads  and  lails  were 


JSG  Snake  Fight  and  Chase. 

iboth  up; — there  want  more  than  about  three  feet  of  their  bod 
lies  on  the  ground  ;  and  they  began  to  encircle  each  other  like 
|a  couple  of  chickens.  They  had  now  quit  hissing  and  squall 
ing,  and  only  rattled  once  in  a  while,  looking  each  other  straight 
in  the  face  all  the  time.  Every  time  they  went  round,  I  saw 
that  they  were  getting  closer  and  closer,  and  they  looked  to  me 
just  like  two  fellers  of  the  true  spunk,  who  had  stripped  and 
were  eyeing  each  other,  before  taking  a  round.  They  were 
going  at  it  so  seriously,  it  naturally  made  my  hair  rise  up. 
They  were  by  themselves— there  was  no  other  snake  present 
to.  cry  hurra  for  one,  or  well  done  for  the  other,  a  thing,  you 
know,  which  helps  mightily  sometimes;— but  they  were  going 
to  try  it,  rough,  roar,  and  tumble  for  life. 

Well,  now  I  was  just  as  much  interested  as  if  I  had  come 
across  a  couple  of  men  who  were  going  to  take  a  brush.  And 
if  the  snakes  had  fought  till  sunset,  I  meant  to  see  'em  out,  and 
'give  'em  all  the  fair  play  that  I  knew  how.  I  left"  them,  yon 
know,  circling  round ;  they  went  round,  I  think,  as  much  as 
three  times,  when  the  first  thing  I  knowed,  they  were  both  in 
a  knot,  and  sich  squeezing  and  swelling,  and  rattling,  and 
creeping  through  one  another,  I  never  seed  before  in  all  my 
born  days,  They  would  lock  their  bodies  together  and  twist 
'em  just  like  the  working  of  a  worm  into  a  screw,  and  all  the 
time  their  mouths  were  so  wide  open,  that  I  thought  each  one 
was  trying  to  swallow  the  other. 

I  don't  care  what  people  say,  I  wont  believe  that  snakes  have 
bones  in  'em,  for  you  couldn't  have  tied  a  thread  into  more 
knots  than  I  saw  them  get  into  that  day. — They  may  be  filled 
with  small  gristles. 

Well,  I  left  'em  kinked  up — they  were  tangled  for  nearly 
half  an  hour ; — and  what  do  you  suppose  I  was  doing  then  1 
Why,  jest  looking  at  'em,  and  straining  and  twisting  every 
joint  almost  out  of  place,  following  them  in  their  motions, 
did  this  without  knowing  it,  and  I  never  should  have  found  it 
out,  if  I  hadn't  begun  to  feel  sore  all  over. 

Well,  to  go  back  to  the  snakes.  I  now  saw  that  the  old 
brown  had  ketched  a  double  on  the  bright  yaller,  and  was 
spinning  his  neck  out  to  about  the  size  of  my  thumb*  His 
body  now  began  to  unlink,  his  tongue  came  out  several  inches, 
and  soon  after,  poor  fellow,  the  old  brown  had  laid  him  out, 
straight  as  a  fishhook.  However,  it  had  been  a  fair  fight,  and 
a  hard  one,  and  after  it  was  over,  the  old  brown  blowed  jest 
like  he  had  ris  up  from  a  pond  of  water,  where  he  had  been 
under  longer  than  he  wanted  to,  and  crawling  off  to  some  dis- 
tance, stretched  out,  and  began  to  lick  himself. 

Well,  I  was  right  sorry,  and  I  looked  on  for  some  time,  and 
hardly  knowed  what  to  do ;  but  I  saw  'twas  all  over,  so,  draw- 
ing my  knife,  I  walked  up  to  the  bright  yaller,  and  lifting  up 


Harrow  Escape  from  a  Bear.  27 

jhis  tail,  fetched  a  wipe,  and  took  off  his  rattles.  I  thought 
ithey  belonged  to  me  for  seeing  fair  play.  But  to  my  surprise,' 
las  I  did  so,  1  felt  his  tail  slip  through  my  fingers,  and  saw  thati 
[the  poor  fellow  had  come  to,  and  was  moving  off.  But  cutting] 
'them  off,  I  made  'etn  rattle,  and  such  another  squall  as  the  oldj 
'brown  did  set  up.  He  hadn't  been  mad  before;  he  now! 
'doubled  himself  up  in  a  hoop,  and  made  after  me.  I  streaked 
-it ;  the  faster  I  run,  the  more  noise  I  made,  and  looking  be- 
hind, I  saw  him  rolling  on  ;  every  time  he  turned  over,  his  eyes! 
Icome  up  like  two  coals  of  fire  in  a  dark  night.  He  gained 
upon  me,  so  I  dropped  the  rattles,  and  as  I  did  so,  he  settled' 
down  upon  'em,  and  spun  round  just  like  he  was  a  top.  I 
thought  it  was  a  good  time  to  get  clear,  so  I  slipped  off,  and 
continued  my  way  home. 


A  Narrow  Escape  Irosia  a  Bear. 

In  the  fall  of  1S35,  as  a  Mr.  Vance  was  going  to  attend  a 
county  court  in  Ohio,  while  crossing  the  woods  in  an  Indian 
jtra.il,  he  heard  a  rustling  among  the  bushes  near  the  path,  and 
supposing  that  it  was  a  deer  browsing,  he  caught  up  a  stone, 
land  could  just  perceive  the  animal  through  the  underbrush. 
iHe  fired,  and  hit  the  critter,  which  instantly  bolted  for  him  ; 
when  to  his  horror  he  found  it  was  a  bear  that  he  had  pro- 
[voked.  He  instantly  ran  with  all  his  speed,  and  the  bear  after 
jhim.  After  running  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  the  bear  gained 
ion  him  ;  as  he  knew  that  anything  thrown  down  would  attract 
'the  attention  of  these  animais,  dc  dropped  his  hat — the  bearj 
jcame  up  to  it,  stopped,  and  tore  it  to  pieces  in  a  great  ragej 
and  then  continued  on.  Mr.  Vance  got  a  good  start,  and  as] 
'he  knew  there  was  a  log  house  short  of  a  mile  from  him,  he! 
!was  in  hopes  of  reaching  it  before  the  bear  overtook  him,  and; 
isave  his  life.  Upon  looking  round,  he  saw  the  bear  was  fast! 
gaining  upon  him;  he  dropped  his  handkerchief,  and  upon  the 
bear's  coming  up  to  it,  he  tore  it  to  pieces,  and  followed  on. 
Mr.  V.  now  halloed  for  help,  and  being  fat  and  short  winded, 
the  bear  came  rapidly  up  to  him,  and  with  a  blow  laid  him 
prostrate,  and  scratched  him  badly.  Luckily  two  hunters 
were  on  the  trail,  and  hearing  his  cries  for  assistance,  ran 
with  all  speed  and  came  up  in  season  to  save  his  life ;  the  fore- 
most fired  and  wounded  the  bear  slightly,  when  catching  up  a 
club  he  ran  up  behind  him,  and  with  repeated  blows  made  him 
relinquish  his  hold;  the  other  hunter  now  took  deliberate  aim 
and  shot  the  bear  through  the  heart.  Mr.  V.,  though  BaeJiy 
scratched,  in  a  few  days  completely  recovered,  A  horse  wasj 
procured,  and  the  bear  dragged  to  the  town.  It  prored  to  be! 
a  very  large  and  fat  one 


JUNE  hath  30  days. 


1838. 


The  green  and  breezy  lulls — away  ! 
My  heart  is  light,  my  foot  is  free, 
And.  resting  on  the  topmost  peak, 
The  freshening  gale  shall  fan  my  cheek,- 
The  hills  were  ever  clear  to  me. 


£LSTm02ZOm.lG&.l*    CAX.CTTXiATZOlH'S, 


'  •  'Dys 


Dys.     d.  m.      Dys.     d.  m.     Dys.     «.  m.     Dys.     b. 


22  m 

22  10 

22  IS 

22  25 

22  32 

Q3  ri% 


!22    441    13     ,23    131    19     |23    20!     25     i23    23j 


22  50 

14 

23  16 

20 

23  27 

26 

23  21 

22  55 

15 

23  19 

21 

23  27 

27 

23  201 

23   0 

16 

22  21 

22 

23  27 

28 

23  IS 

23   5 

17 

23  23 

23 

23  20 

29 

23  15 

23   9 

13 

23  25 

24 

23  25 

30 

23  121 

J$    First  Quarter, 
O  Full  Moon, 
(i    Last  Quarter, 


MOON'S 

D.       H.       M. 
1         2      51 M. 

8      0      6m. 
14      9    46e. 


D.       H.       M. 

0  New  Moon.  21      9     49  e 

D    First  Quarter,         29      8     28e 


C        3 

a     3 


Sun  |S.  fast.]  Moon 

iRises,    Sets.    m.       s. South. 


Holidays,  Aspects, 
Weather,  &c. 


Chesap.  tak.  18J3. 

Warm  showers. 

?nQ9    in  A  ph. 

Peace  Trip.  1805. 

Rather  raunsh. 

Grows  \  &  <£ 

quite  warm. 

Black  P.  d.  337G 

Expect  a 

storm  about 
this  time. 

#     great    elonga. 

Quite  phasant. 

<C  in  Perigee. 

Clear  and  hot. 

Bat.  Water.  1816. 

ip  Stationary. 

9    6    i- 
Very  dusty. 

©  ent.  S3  Sum.  C. 
Bat.  of  Vit.   1813 
Foggy  and  smoky. 
_Ak.(i.  1770,  <£  in 
Gi  Quite  warm* 
lOiWm.k.  G.B.  1830. 
381        %  6    C- 
12  C  in  Apogee. 
11   50  3  49J  A     severe    gale. 
»4  36ISur.    Silist.    1829. 


A  I  anther  lolled  Mid  Beer  taken. 

|  A  scatter  in  the  state  of  Illinois  being  out  «ne  morning  on 
a  ledge  of  rocks,  perceived  a  large  deer  nm  down  a  rocky  de- 
clivity pursued  by  a  panther.  Unluckily  the  deer  stumbled, 
and  befereit  could  regain  its  footing,  the  panther  was  upon  it 

sucking  its  blood.  The  man  had  the  hardihood  to  climb  out 
on  the  hmb  of  a  tree,  which  projected  over  where  the  panther 

h«l  r1'^  and  thrT  d0WB  a  larSe  stGne'  whi<*  broke  Mm 
back ;  with  other  stones  he  quickly  despatched  him,  and  for  his 

bl?????^*™*^^  deer  and  a  large  panther's  skin. 


7th  Month. 


JULY  hath  31  days. 


1838. 


Now  let  pie  tread  the  meadow  paths 
While,  glittering,  dew  the  ground  illumes, 
As  sprinkled  o'er  the  withering  swaths, 
Their  moisture  shrinks  in  sweet  perfumes. 
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Around  him  ply  the  reaper  band. 
With  lightsome  heart  and  eager  hand, 
And  mirth  and  music  cheer  the  toil, 
While  sheaves  that  stud  the  russet  soil, 
And  sickles  gleaming  in  the  sun, 
Tell  jocund  Autumn  has  begun. 
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33  A  Boy  killed  by  a  Wild  Cat. 

A  melancholy  event  happened  in  the  western  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  the  autumn  of  1836.  A  farmer  went  into  the 
woods  hunting  with  his  son,  a  lad  of  twelve  years  of  age. 
Having  separated  for  a  short  time,  the  boy  having  gone  in 
pursuit  of  hickory  nuts,  the  father  heard  violent  screams  from 
the  part  of  the  wood  to  which  his  son  had  gone.  He  new- 
primed  his  rifle,  and  hastened  to  his  succor.  Upon  nearing 
the  spot,  he  saw  his  son  on  the  ground,  and  a  large  wild  cat  on 
top  of  him.  He  was  afraid  of  shooting  his  son  if  he  fired,  but 
the  latter  conjured  him  to  shoot.  This  he  did,  and  put  a  ball 
through  the  monster's  head,  but  such  was  the  ferocity  of  the 
animal,  that  it  continued  to  bite  and  scratch  the  boy  so  that 
before  his  father  could  beat  the  animal's  head  in  with  the  butt 
of  his  rifle,  the  poor  ehild  was  a  corpse.     See  cut  opposite. 


A  Rough  and  Tumble  Fight  osi  board  a 
Steamboat. 

At  Vicksburgh,  three  whacking  fellows  came  on  board,  to  be 
[conveyed  a  few  miles  up  the  river.  They  were,  regular-built 
jKentuckians,  snapping  turtles,  "  could  leap  the  Ohio,"  wade 
the  Mississippi,  or  whip  their  weight  in  wild  cats.  One  of  them 
had  a  skiff  with  a  sack  of  corn  in  it,  and  without  leave  asked 
or  obtained  from  the  captain,  he  made  it  fast  to  the  stern. 
The  word  was  given  to  "  go  ahead,"  and  away  we  paddled ; 
but  the  skiff  soon  filled  with  water,  and  was  a  dead  weight  on 
our  speed.  "  Give  her  more  steam,"  cried  the  captain.  Still, 
[she  did  not  progress  as  she  ought.  He  walked  aft,  and  saw  the 
jdrag  on  her.  "  That  boat  must  be  cut  adrift,"  says  the  cap- 
tain. "  Cut  adrift !  "  cries  the  '  half  horse,  half  alligator,'  with 
a  back  which  reminded  me  of  the  song — 

"  His  brawny  shoulders  four  feet  square." 
"  By  G — d !  the  first  man  that  tries  to  cut  adrift  my  boat,  I'll 
cut  his  throat."  Whereupon  he  stuffed  his  fist  into  his  right 
breeches  pocket,  and  drew  forth  a  large  knife  with  a  French 
spring  to  prevent  its  shutting,  and  brandishing  it,  he  roared  out| 
tigerishly,  "  My  name's  Tom  Merriman  ;  I'll  make  mince  meatj 
of  ye."  His  two  companions  also  drew  blade.  But  the  skip- 
per, a  prudent  Scotchman,  and  an  old  man-of-war's  man,  was 
not  to  be  daunted  by  swaggering,  but  stepping  to  his  cabin,  he 
put  a  pair  of  pistols  in  his  pocket,  and  coming  aft,  said  to  the 
bullies,  "  Cut  away,  if  you  like,  my  lads  !  Damn  your  knires  ! 
I've  seen  more  of  them  than  you  ever  did.  Ashore  you  must 
go  !  Pilot,  steer  for  the  landing !  "  The  boat  approached  the 
bank.  "  Cast  off  the  skiff  and  put  the  men  ashore,"  was  the 
next  order.  Rentuck  immediately  came  down  with  the  hum- 
ble— "  My  name's  Tom  Merriman,"  said  he  :  "I  wanted  to  get 
along  a  bit.     You  wanted  to  cut  adrift  my  skiff;   I  didn't  say 


34  Crockett's  Account  of  Shooting-  for  Beef. 

I  would  cut  your  throat :  let's  have  a  horn,  captain,  and  shake 
.hands."  The  skipper  grewled  a  little,  but  relented,  and  they 
all  went  to  the  bar  together,  slinged,  and  were  friends,  and  we 
"went  ahead." 

"  These  are  rough  characters  we  have  on  board,  captain : 
have  you  often  men  of  that  stamp  with  you  ?  "  I  asked.  "Yes, 
pretty  often ;  hut  I  know  how  to  manage  them  now.  Some 
time  ago,  however,  three  of  the  same  sort  came  aboard  at 
Natchez,  and  wanted  to  leave  without  paying  their  passage. 
I  saw  they  had  money,  and,  collaring  one  of  them,  swore  that 
he  should  make  his  deposit  before  he  left  the  craft ;  on  which 
he  dashed  his  feet  in  my  face,  shoved  his  middle  finger  in  my 
ear,  and  gave  ray  left  eye  a  start  with  his  thumb ;  but  before  he 
could  completely  gouge  me,  I  capsized  him  on  the  deck,  and 
fell  upon  him,  and  grasping  his  throat,  shook  him  till  he  was 
black  in  the  face.  One  of  his  companions  whipped  out  a  knife 
and  ran  it  through  my  arm — there's  the  mark  of  the  cut  still ; — 
the  third  ruffian  got  one  of  my  fingers  in  his  mouth  and  gnawed 
it  to  the  bone.  It  was  all  the  work  of  a  moment,  and  I  should 
have  been  blinded,  or  murdered  by  them,  had  not  my  mate 
knocked  the  two  others  down,  and  we  bundled  the. whole  on 
shore." 


Colonel  Crockett's  Account  of  Shooting  for 
Beef. 

As  this  is  a  novelty  to  most  of  my  readers,  I  will  endeavor  to 
give  a  description  of  this  western  amusement. 

In  the  latter  part  of  summer  our  cattle  get  very  fat,  as  the 
range  is  remarkably  fine;  and  some  one,  desirous  of  raising 
money  on  one  of  his  cattle,  advertises  that  on  a  particular  day, 
and  at  a  given  place,  a  first-rate  beef  will  be  shot  for. 

When  the  day  comes,  every  marksman  in  the  neighborhood 
will  meet  at  the  appointed  place,  with  his  gun.  After  the  com- 
pany has  assembled,  a  subscription  paper  is  handed  round,  with 
the  following  heading. 

"  A.  B.  offers  a  beef  Worth  twenty  dollars,  to  be  shot  for,  at 
twenty-five  cents  a  shot."  Then  the  names  are  put  down  by 
each  person,  thus : 

D.  C.  puts  in  four  shots,  $1,00 

E.  F.       «       eight     "  2,00 
G.  H.      "       two       "  ,50 

And  thus  it  goes  round,  until  the  price  is  made  up. 

Two  persons  are  then  selected,  who  have  not  entered  for 
shots,  to  act  as  judges  of  the  match.  Every  shooter  gets 
board,  and -makes  a  cross  in  the  centre  of  his  target.  The  shot 
that  drives  the  centre,  or  comes  nearest  to  it,  gets  the  hide  and 
tallow,  which  is  considered  the  first  choice.  The  next  gets  his* 
choice  of  the  hind  quartern ;  the  third  gets  the  other  hind 


9th  Month. 


SEPTEMBER  hath  30  days. 


1833. 


Grey  mists  at  morn  brood  o'er  the  earth, 
Shadowy  as  those  on  northern  seas ; 
The  gossamer's  lilmy  work  is  done, 
Like  a  web  by  moonlight  fairies  spun, 
And  left  to  whiten  in  the  breeze. 
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86     A  Keel  Boat — ftidsiiipmafift's  &rog* 

quarter;  the  fourth  takes  choice  of  the  fore  quarters;  the  fifth 
the  remaining  quarter;  and  the  sixth  gets  the  lead  in  the  tree 
against  which  we  shoot. 

The  judges  stand  near  the  tree,  and  when  a  man  fjres  they 
cry  out,  "  Who  shot  ?  "  and  the  shooter  gives  in  his  name  ;  and 
so  on,  till  all  have  shot.  The  judges  then  take  all  the  boards, 
and  go  oft*  by  themselves,  and  decide  what  quarter  each  man 
has  won,  sometimes  one  will  get  nearly  all. 

This  is  one  of  our  homely  amusements — enjoyed  as  much  by 
us,  and  perhaps  more,  than  most  of  your  refined  entertain- 
ments. Here  each  man  takes  a  part,  if  he  pleases,  and  no  one 
is  excluded,  unless  his  improper  conduct  renders  him  unfit  as 
an  associate. 


A  Keel  H©af— MidsMpinait's  €*vag. 

At  Stubenville  there  was  a  fleet  of  "  broad  horns,"  floating 
shops,  containing  fruit  and  flour,  and  keel  boats  loaded  with 
produce.  In  one  of  the  latter  there  was  a  specimen  of  a  boat- 
man who  afforded  a  good  deal  of  amusement ;  in  his  hands 
were  two  tin  cups,  and  ever  and  anon  he  went  to  a  barrel  of 
whiskey  in  the  stern  sheets  of  his  craft,  and  took  a  dose  with 
one  tin,  and  dipped  the  other  into  the  river,  making  what  is 
termed  midshipman's  grog  in  his  stomach.  He  looked  at  me 
and  said,  with  a  swaggering,  drunken  air,  "  I  suppose  you 
think  I'm  a  hoebuck,  because  I'm  on  a  keel,  and  have  not  got 
a  good  coat  on ;  I'm  a  real  tar,  and  by  G — d  I'll  whip  any  bodyj 
with  a  good  coat  on."     And  then  he  took  another  horn. 

We  have  introduced,  in  the  opposite  page,  an  engraving  of 
a  Keel-boat,  or  barge,  which  is  used  on  the  Mississippi  river. 


Kentucky  fMuutness. 

An  Englishman  was  travelling  with  his  wife  through  the 
country  in  a  gig.  One  day,  after  having  journeyed  as  far  as 
they  intended,  they  stopped  opposite  to  a  house  before  which  a 
bear  swung  on  the  sign.  The  gig  had  lost  a  step,  and  the  hus- 
band jumping  out,  called  to  a  young  woman  lounging  at  the 
door  of  the  tavern,  "Bring  a  chair  here."  The  damsel  ad- 
dressed did  not  move.  "  Bring  a  chair  here  I  say  !  "  Still  no 
indication  of  assistance.  "  D — n  it,  are  you  deaf!  don't  you 
hear  1  I  say  I  want  a  chair  to  let  my  wife  down,  eh  ?  "  On 
this  the  landlord  presents  himself  at  the  door — "  Halloe,  stran- 
ger, what's  all  this  about  ?  We  allow  no  swearing  here  ;  go 
along,  sir !  we  take  nobody  in  who  swears  or  makes  a  noise 
hexe," — and  the  poor  Englishman  was  obliged  to  carry  his 
spouse  ten  miles  farther  to  another  house  of  entertainment,      j 


\  The  Antelopes  of  the  Far  "West. 

These  are  the  fleetest  and  most  beautiful  inhabitants  of  the 
prairies.  There  are  two  kinds  of  antelopes  in  these  regions, 
one  nearly  the  size  of  the  common  deer,  the  other  not  much 
'larger  than  the  common  goat.  Their  color  is  a  light  gray,  or 
irather  dim,  slightly  spotted  with  white;  and  they  have  small 
horns,  like  those  of  the  deer,  which  they  never  shed.  Nothing 
can  surpass  the  delicate  and  elegant  finish  of  their  limbs,  in 
(which  lightness,  elasticity,  and  strength  are  wonderfully  com- 
bined. All  the  attitudes  and  movements  of  this  beautiful  ani- 
mal are  graceful  and  picturesque ;  and  it  is  altogether  as  fit  a 
subject  for  the  fanciful  uses  of  the  poet,  as  the  oft  sung  gazelle 
of  the  east. 

Their  habits  are  shy  and  capricious ;  they  keep  on  the  open 
plains,  are  quick  to  take  the  alarm,  and  bound  away  with  a 
jfleetness  that  defies  pursuit.  When  thus  skimming  across  a 
iprairie  in  the  autumn,  their  light  gray  or  dun  color  blends  with 
Ithe  hue  of  the  withered  herbage,  the  swiftness  of  their  motion 
ibaffles  the  eye,  and  they  almost  seem  unsubstantial  forms; 
driven  like  gossamer  before  the  wind. 

While  they  thus  keep  to  the  open  plain  and  trust  to  their 
speed,  they  are  safe ;  but  they  have  a  great  curiosity  that  often 
[allures  them  to  their  ruin.  When  they  have  scud  for  some 
{distance  and  left  their  pursuer  behind,  they  will  suddenly  stopi 
'and  turn  to  gaze  at  the  object  of  their  alarm.  If  the  pursuit! 
is  not  followed  up,  they  will  after  a  time  yield  to  their  inquisi-j 
jtive  hankering,  and  return  to  the  place  from  whence  they  have 
[been  frightened. 

John  Day,  a  hunter  in  Lewis  and  Clark's  expedition,  dis- 
played his  experience  and  skill  in  entrapping  one  of  these 
beautiful  animals.  Taking  advantage  of  its  well-known  curi- 
osity, he  laid  down  flat  among  the  grass,  and  putting  his  hand- 
kerchief on  the  end  of  his  ramrod,  waved  it  gently  in  the  air. 
This  had  the  effect  of  the  fabled  fascination  of  the  rattlesnake. 
The  antelope  gazed  at  the  mysterious  object  for  some  time  at 
a  distance,  then  approached  timidly,  pausing  with  increased 
curiosity ;  moving  round  the  circle  of  attraction,  but  still  draw- 
ing nearer  and  nearer,  until,  within  the  range  of  the  deadly 
rifle,  he  fell  a  victim  to  his  curiosity. 


Indian  Tirtue. 

A  married  woman  of  the  Shawnee  Indians  made  this 
beautiful  reply  to  a  man  whom  she  met  in  the  woods,  and 
who  implored  her  to  love  and  look  on  him.  "Oulman, 
my  husband,"  said  she,  "  who  is  forever  before  my  eyes,  hin- 
ders me  from  seeing  you,  or  any  other  person." 


10th  Month. 


OCTOBER  hath  31  days. 


1838. 


The  sun  bursts  forth — the  distant  hills 
Shine  out,  and  splendid  is  the  day — 
A  sombre  radiance  crowns  each  tree, 
A  fading  glory  solemnly 
Hangs  on  each  leaf  in  its  decay. 
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ilO  A  Desperate  Figlil  between  two  Women, 
one  Man,  and  two  Bears. 

Having  arrived,  one  afternoon,  at  a  solitary  log  cabin  in 
ILenawec  County,  M.  T.,  in  the  autumn  of  1834,  the  owner  was 
jabsent,  but  his  wife  and  sister  were  at  home.  They  were  at 
(supper,  when  I  entered,  upon  their  invitation.  I  sat  down  with 
jthem,  and  helped  myself  with  an  iron  spoon  from  a  dish  of 
suppawn,  and  fishing  up  a  cup  from  a  huge  pan  of  milk,  I 
'poured  the  snowy  liquid  jver  the  boiled  meal  that  rivalled  it  in[ 
•whiteness.  I  now  took  off"  my  leggings,  and  stretched  them  on! 
:the  andirons  to  dry.  After  a  sociable  evening  was  passed  with 
the  females,  I  had  taken  oft' my  coat  to  ascend  into  the  loft  ofj 
the  cabin,  when  the  hogs,  which  ran  at  large  around  the  house,! 
jset  up  a  terrible  squealing,  and  ran  for  the  house.  One  of  the 
jvvomen  sprang  up  and  opened  the  door,  when  she  sprang  back 
land  screamed  out  that  two  bears  were  coming.  In  rushed  two 
Jpigs,  and  before  I  could  reach  the  door,  the  bears  bolted  in, 
{knocking  the  door  off  its  hinges,  and  upsetting  the  churns  and 
istools.  Luckily  there  was  a  large  fire  at  the  time,  as  the  \vo- 
jmen  were  boiling  maple  sugar;  one  of  the  women  had  just 
jdipped  out  a  bucket  of  the  hot  liquor;  snatching  it  up,  she  let 
Ithe  foremost  bear  have  it  full  in  his  face  and  eyes,  whilst  thej 
jother  female  seized  up  an  axe  and  buried  it  in  his  skull.  A 
[terrible  struggle  now  ensued ;  the  wounded  bear,  blinded  by 
the  hot  liquor,  clawed  hold  of  one  of  the  women,  and  scratched 
her  terribly — but  the  other  one  wielded  her  axe  to  so  good  a 
purpose,  that  the  brute  was  quickly  dispatched.  The  other 
one  was  so  intent  after  the  pigs,  which  ran  up  between  some 
logs  in  the  corner  of  the  room,  that  I  seized  up  a  great  shovel 
f  burning  coals  and  threw  on  to  him  ;  this  made  him  instantly 
abandon  the  pursuit  of  the  pigs,  and  make  for  the  door,  roar- 
ing with  pain.  I  instantly  applied  a  large  burning  log  to  his 
posterious,  as  he  galloped  out,  and  seizing  a  rifle  which  was 
hansjino-  on  hooks  on  the  side  of  the  room,  I  ran  out  and  fired 
at  him.  The  ball  took  effect,  but  although  he  appeared  to  be 
Ibadly  wounded,  he  escaped  over  the  fence  into  the  forest.  We 
now  harricadoed  the  door,  and  passed  the  night  without  farther 
interruption.  In  the  morning,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  owner 
of  the  house,  we  tracked  the  bear  for  about  half  a  mile,  and 
found  him,  very  much  disabled;  we  soon  dispatched  and 
butchered  him.     Both  of  the  bears  were  fat,  and  fine  eating.    ; 


Talking  is  breath,  and  in  one  minute,  in  this  talkative  age, 
there  is  breath  enough  expended  to  waft  a  seventy-four — to 
compose  two  or  three  whirlwinds,  and  prehaps  a  moderate 
hurricane — to  lengthen  out  the  lives  of  a  thousand  men  to  the 
age  of  Methuselah,  and  to  supply  twenty  newspapers  with  puffs 
for  a  whole  year. 


1  lth  Month. 


NOVEMBER  hath  30  days. 


1838. 


V 


Cold  grows  the  foggy  morn,  the  day  is  brief, 
Loose  on  the  cherry  hangs  the  crimsen  leaf; 
The  dew  dwells  erer  on  the  herb ;  the  woods 
Roar  with  strong  blasts,  with  mighty  showers  the  floods. 
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A  Row  at  "Itfatchy  under  the  Hill."    48j 

On  my  return  home  from  my  tour  "Down  East,"  m  1835,1 
whilst  going  down  the  Mississippi,  our  steamer  came  to,  for  aj 
jfew  hours,  at  Natchez.  This  city,  which  on  the  heights  dis- 
jplays  a  beautiful  appearance,  is  nevertheless  more  noted  on  thej 
jriver  here  for  the  character  of  the  lower  town,  or  "Natchez! 
under  the  hill,"  which  the  boatmen  make  a  kind  of  rendezvous,! 
and  is  the  frequent  theatre  of  a  royal  row.  At  the  time  of  ourl 
stop  there,  over  fifty  boats  of  different  descriptions  weic  lying 
off  in  the  river  opposite  this  place.  Close  to  the  wharf,  upon 
ithe  deck  of  a  broadhorn,  stood  a  fellow  of  powerful  muscular( 
'appearance,  and  every  now  and  then  he  would  swing  around 
phis  arms  and  throw  out  a  challenge  to  any  one  u  who  dared  to 
\come  and  take  the  rust  off  of  him,"  styling  himself  a  "roarer," 

find  declaring  that  he  hadn't  had  a  fight  in  a  month,  and  was) 
getting  lazy. 
The  men  standing  around  seemed  neither  disposed  to  take 
Imuch  notice  of  this  fellow,  nor  to  accept  his  challenge ;  and 
from  this  I  imagined  that  he  was  a  regular  bruiser,  and  no  one 
cared  to  oppose  him. 

Presently  a  little  stubbed  fellow  came  along,  and  hearing  the; 
challenger  dare  any  one  to  rub  the  rust  off  of  him,  stepped  up,' 
;and  in  a  dry  kind  of  style  looked  up  in  his  faee  and  in  qui  re  dJ 
[who  might  ye  be,  my  big  chicken,  eh  ?  " 

"I'm  a  high  pressure  steamer,"  roared  the  big  bully. 

"And  I'm  a  snag,"  replied  the  little  one,  as  he  pitcked  intu 
jhim,  and  before  he  had  time  to  reflect,  he  was  sprawling  upon 
ithe  deck.  A  general  shout  of  applause  burst  from  the  specta- 
tors, and  many  now,  who  before  had  stood  aloof  from  the  brag- 
jgad-ocia,  jumped  on  board  the  boat  and  enjoyed  the  manner  in 
[which  the  little  fellow  pummeled  him. 

This  scrape  appeared  to  be  the  signal  for  several  other  fights,; 
and  in  the  evening  a  general  row  ensued,  in  which  several: 
houses  were  torn  down.  When  we  were  ready  to  start  again! 
in  the  steamer  Hunter,  says  I,  "How's  the  water,  Captain 
Stone  1 "  "  Why,  Colonel,  the  river  is  pretty  considerable  for} 
a  run,  hut  the  water  is  cool  as  Presbyterian  charity.  Clear  ofi? 
the  coal-dust  out  of  your  wizzard,  and  give  us  a  yarn  ahoutl 
your  tower."  "  Why,  captain,  may  I  be  shot  if  you  mightn't! 
in-m  with  this  same  craft  of  your'n  down,  through  and  out  off 
Symmes's  lower  hole,  and  back  again,  afore  I  could  get  thro'! 
half  what  I've  seen,  I've  been  clean  away  amongst  the  Yan- 
kees, where  they  call  your  name  Stump."  "  Well,  colonel,,' 
here's  to  you ;  I'm  sure  you  didn't  get  any  thing  better  any 
where  ;  and  afore  we  quit,  just  tell  me,  did  you  see  the  sea  sari' 
pint  ?  "  "  No,  indeed,  I  did  not,  although  I  spoke  for  hirn  not 
to  be  out  of  the  way."  "  Well,  colonel,  I  wonder  at  those, 
Yankee  fellows,  they  are  monstrous  cute;  but  I  suspect  theyf 
•jdon't  know  much  about  Snaking.     I  think  with  me  in  the  Hun-i 


;44  The  Backwoodsman. 

iter  here,  you  with  your  rifle,  and  one  of  these  'long  shore 
iSpaniards  with  his  lasso,  we'd  give  him  a  little  of  the  hurricane 
tipt  with  thunder."  "If  we  didn't  catch  him,"  says  I,  "we 
icould  scare  him  out  of  his  skin,  and  that's  all  they  want  at  the 


The  Backwoodsman. 

I  The  Backwoodsman  is  a  singular  being,  always  moving  west- 
jward  like  a  buffalo  before  the  tide  of  civilization.  He  does  not 
iwant  a  neighbor  nearer  than  ten  miles;  and  when  he  cannot 
jCnt  down  a  tree  that  will  fall  within  ten  rods  of  his  log  house, 
jhe  thinks  it  time  to  sell  out  his  betterment  and  be  off,  to  squat 
down  in  some  distant  place  in  the  forest,  build  a  log  house,  re- 
jmain  there  just  long  enough  to  get  a  few  acres  under  cultivation, 
[and  then  pull  up  stakes  and  be  off  to  some  distant  place. 
[They  even  like  the  excitement  consequent  upon  rambling  about.! 
The  picture  opposite  represents  a  squatter  who  has  sold  out} 
|his  betterment,  and  is  waiting  with  his  family  at  a  landing  on 
the  Mississippi,  to  take  a  steamer.  His  destination  is  the  state 
of  Arkansaw. 


Col.  Crockett  and  the  Sea  Sar  pint. 

Says  I  to  one  of  the  Yankees  when  in  Boston,   "  do  you  be- 
lieve in  the  Sea  Sarpint  7  "     "  If  I  don't  there's  no  snakes, 
believe  it  to   be  as  much  true  as  there  is  lie  in  our  Deacon! 
.when  he  says  his  red  face  aint  made  by  drinking  "  New  Eng- 
land."   "  Do  you  consider  him  dangerous,  or  is  he  peaceable  1  " 
*  Well,  now,  to  keep  the  truth,  I  never  saw  him ;  but  Capting 
Hodijah  Folger  said  as  how  he  considered  the  critter  as  a  sort 
'  so,  and  a  son,  o'  not."     "  Had  he  a  long  tail  1 "     "  Tail  clidl 
ou  say  1     You'd  a  died  to  hear  Dij  tell  about  that  thar  Ter- 
ming.    Dij  said  he  was  like  skying  a  copper — head  or  tail — 
but  you  had  to  guess  which.     Says  Dij  to  me,  Don't  you  mind, 
says  he,  that  are  angel  what  stood  with  one  leg  on  the  sea,  and 
t'other  on  the  dry  land  1     I  guess  I  do.     Well,  says  he  to  me, 
that  'ere  sarpent's  skin  was  long  enough  to  a'  queued  his  hair." 


A  Calculating  Crow. 

A  crow,  perceiving  a  brood  of  fourteen  chickens,  under  the 
care  of  the  parent  hen,  on  a  lawn,  picked  up  one;  but  on  a 
young  lady  opening  a  window,  and  giving  the  alarm,  the  rob- 
ber dropped  his  prey.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  however,  the 
plunderer  returned,  accompanied  by  thirteen  other  crows, 
when  every  one  seized  his  bird,  and  carried  oft'  the  whole 
brood  at  once. 


Il2th  Month. 


DECEMBER  hath  31  days. 


1838. 


No  mark  of  vegetable  life  is  seen, 

No  bird  to  bird  repeats  his  tuneful  call, 

Save  the  dark  leaves  of  some  rude  evergreen, 

Save  the  lone  red-breast  on  the  moss-grown  wal 
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mike  Fink,  the  Ohio  Boatman. 

Of  all  the  species  of  mankind  existing  under  heaven,  the! 
western  boatmen  deserve  a  distinct  and  separate  cognomen. 
They  are  a  sort  of  amphibious  animal — kind-hearted  as  a 
Connecticut  grandmother,  but  as  rough  as  a  Rocky  Mountain 
bear.  In  high  water  they  make  the  boat  carry  them,  and  in 
low  water  they  are  content  to  carry  the  boat — or  in  other 
words,  they  are  ever  ready  to  jump  in  and  ease  her  over  the 
sand-bar,  then  jump  on  board  and  patiently  wait  for  the  next. 
Spending  the  greater  portion  of  their  time  on  the  water,  theyi 
jscarce  know  how  to  behave  on  shore,  and  feel  only  at  home 
upon  the  deck  of  their  craft,  where  they  exercise  entire  sover- 
eignty. 

They  have  not  degenerated  since  the  days  of  Mike  Fink, 
who  was  looked  upon  as  the  most  fool- hardy  and  daring  of  his 
race.  I  have  heard  Captain  Jo  Chunk  tell  the  story  of  some 
of  his  daring  exploits.  "  There  ar'nt  a  man,"  said  Captain  Jo,i 
|"  from  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans,  but  what 's  heard  of  Mikel 
Fink;  and  there  aint  a  boatman  on  the  river,  to  this  day,  but 
what  strives  to  imitate  him.  Before  them  'ere  steamers  comej 
on  thp  river,  Mike  was  looked  up  to  as  a  kind  of  king  among] 
Joe  t/oatmen .  and  he  sailed  a  little  the  prettiest  craft  that  there; 
was  to  be  found  about  these  'ere  parts.  Along  through +b<?: 
i  Arm  summer  afternoons,  when  them-  wa'nt  nothing  much  tol 
■K  it  used  to  be  the  fashion  among  tiro  boatmen  to  let  one; 
hold  up  a  tin  cup  in  the  stern  of  the  boat,  while  another  vvouldj 
knock  out  tin  bottom  with  a  rifle  ball  from  the  bow  ;  and  the| 
one  that  missed  had  to  pay  a  quart  for  the  good  of  the  crew.! 
Howsomever,"  continued  Capt,  Jo,  "this  wa'nt  sport  enough] 
jfor  Mike,  and  he  used  to  bet  that  he  could  knock  the  tin  cupj 
off  a  man's  hfead ;  and  there  was  one  fellow  fool-hardy  enough? 
to  let  him  d<]  it ;  this  was  Mike's  brother,  who  was  just  suchj 
another  grea.  strapping  fellow  as  himself,  but  hadn't  as  much 
«it  in  his  h%id  as  Mike  had  in  his  little  finger.  He  was  al-j 
ways  wJUinrg  to  let  Mik&  shoot  the  cup  off  his  head,  provided 
that  he'd  share  the  quart  with  him ;  and  Mike  would  rather 
give  him  the  whole  of  it  than  miss  the  chance  of  displaying  his 
skill.  Dowk  there  at  Smithiand,  behind  the  Cumberland  bar," 
continued  Captain  Jo,  "  used  to  bo  Mike's  head  quarters ;  and 
jone  day  when  he  had  made  a  bet  that  he'd  shoot  the  tin  cup 
off  from  a  fellow's  head,  he  happened  to  fire  a  little  too  quick, 
and  lodged  the  ball  in  his  brains.  A  man  who  stood  a  little 
wpy  off,  and  had  an  old  grudge  against  Mike,  leveled  his  rifle 
and  shot  him  dead  on  the  spot ;  and  this  was  the  end  of  Mike 
Finkv  the  first  boatman  who  dared  to  navigate  a  broad  horn' 
down  the  falls  of  the  Ohio. 

See  last  page  for  an  engraving  of  Mike  Fink.  [ 
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